ST. NICHOLAS RC CHURCH

Served by the Vocationist Fathers & Sisters
Fr. Firmin Khin Htwe, S.D.V., Administrator
Fr. Ignacio Cogollodo Jr., S.D.V., Parochial Vicar

Church & Rectory

442 East Brinkerhoff Ave

Palisades Park, NJ 07650

Tel. 201-944-1154  Fax. 201-944-9510
Email. stnicholas07650@live.com
Website. www.stnicholasrcchurch.org

Office Hours
Mon, Wed, Thu & Fri — 12:00 PM Noon to 6:00 PM

Tuesdays — 4:00 PM to 9:00 PM
(Saturdays and mornings by appointment only)

4™ Sunday of Advent

December 24, 2023

Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord.

May it be done to me

according to your word (Luke 1:38).

ADMINISTRATION OF THE SACRAMENTS

Baptisms: On any available Sunday during the 11:00
AM (Italian), 9:30 AM or 12:30 PM (English) & 6:00
PM (Portuguese) Masses. Please contact the rectory
at least one month prior to desired date.

Confessions: Saturdays 4:00 to 4:45 PM, or during
the week by appointment.

Marriages: Please contact the rectory at least six
months prior to desired wedding date.

Sacrament of the Sick: If you are hospitalized or
unable to come to Church for health reasons and
would like to be visited by a priest for Confession,
Communion, or Anointing of the Sick, please call the
rectory office 201-944-1154

Religious Education Program (CCD): For children 1%
to 8™ grades who are not attending Catholic School.
Classes are held on Sundays from September to May
at 11:00 AM, with attendance at the 12:30 PM Mass.
Sr. Joicy Palatty, D.RE. — Come to the office on
Wednesdays from 3:00 to 5:00 PM for registration.

Saturday:

Sunday:

MASS SCHEDULE

7:00 & 8:00 AM (English)
5:00 PM - Vigil Mass (English)

7:30 AM, 9:30 AM (English)
11:00 AM (ltalian)

12:30 PM (English)

6:00 PM (Portuguese)

Weekdays: 7:00 & 8:00 AM

Holy Days: 6:30 and 8:00 AM & 7:30 PM*
*Check bulletin—Holy day schedule is subject to change

Other Weekly Services & Activities:

Sunday
Mon to Sat

Tuesday
Thursday
Friday
1stFriday

Sunday

10:30AM - Holy Rosary (It)

7:35 AM - Morning Prayer

8:30 AM - Holy Rosary (Eng)

7:00 PM - St. Padre Pio Mass

8:00 PM - Holy Rosary (Port)
6:15—7:15 PM - Holy Hour Adoration
8:00 PM - Brazilian Prayer Group
8:30—10:00 AM - Blessed Sacrament
Adoration

7:00 PM - Rosary by Men in Port. (2"9)




ST. NICHOLAS R.C. CHURCH

Parish Trustees - Giovanni Simone and Michael Massaro
Parish Secretary - Débora Moreira

Music Ministry - Giovanni & Karen Simone, Kelly Oliveira
and Sr. Emilia Din, S.D.V.

Director of Religious Education - Sr. Joicy Palatty, S.D.V.
Vocationist Sisters Community

Sr. Benedita Carvalho, S.D.V., Superior & Pre-K Director;
Sr. Joicy Palatty, S.D.V. and Sr. Emilia Din, S.D.V.

Saint Justin Learning Center — Pre-K Tel. 201-944-1376
NOTRE DAME ACADEMY - Principal: Eric Reid

312 First St—Palisades Park, NJ - Tel. 201-947-5262

Mass Intentions

SATURDAY, December 23

7.00AM Domenica Picinich by Antonia Picinic
8:00AM Vito Giannini by his family

5:00PM Steven Klein by his wife Linda

SUNDAY, December 24

7:30AM Joseph Hroncich Jr. by mom and dad
9:30AM Albert Veltri by his wife Celeste & children
11:00AM Florida Aquino by Nabong family

12:30PM Mary Ann Fleming & Steven Klein by Linda
5:00PM Christmas Vigil

6:00PM Living and deceased members of our parish
12:00AM Midnight Mass

MONDAY, December 25—CHRISTMAS

7:30AM Doris & Thomas Cooney by their family
9:30AM Louis & John Ferraioli by their family

11:00AM Deceased of Cecere & Costanzo family by fam
12:30PM Giuseppe Osso by his wife Maria & children
6:00PM Living and deceased members of our parish

TUESDAY, December 26
7:.00AM Maria Mirkovich by her daughter Gaudenzia
8:00AM Maria Piccini by Jacomina Matesic

WEDNESDAY, December 27
7:00AM Antonija Hroncic by John & Maria Mattesich
8:00AM Nicolo Tarabochia by Catarina Hroncich

THURSDAY, December 28
7:00AM Maria Pauline Ramos by Maria Mattessich
8:00AM John Picinich by his wife Domenica

FRIDAY, December 29
7.00AM Giovannina Morin by Tony Picinich
8:00AM Mattea Piccinich by Antonio & Maria Piccinich

SATURDAY, December 30

7:00AM John & Nicolina Mattessich by John Mattessich
8:00AM Nicolo Tarabochia by Dina Sultan

5:00PM Thomas & Catherine Mulins by Valerie Mulins

SUNDAY, December 31

7:30AM Intentions of Jerry and Linda

9:30AM Rose, John and David Paul

11:00AM Gerardo & Teresa Stancato by Rivieccio family
12:30PM All souls in purgatory by John & Maria Mattesic
6:00PM Living and deceased members of our parish

News of the Parish

Fr. Firmin, Fr. Ignacio, Fr. Roberto,
Fr. Louis, Fr. Jimson and the parish
staff wish all of parishioners
and their families a

@HRI[STM{AS

Sunday, December 24

CHRISTMAS EVE

5:00 PM - Christmas Vigil

6:00 PM - 4th Sunday of
Advent (Portuguese)

11:30 AM - Christmas Carol

12:00 AM - Midnight Mass

Monday, December 25

CHRISTMAS DAY

7:30, 9:30 AM & 12:30 PM

11:00 AM (Italian) and 6:00 PM (Port)

Sunday, December 31
7:30, 9:30 AM & 12:30 PM (English)
11:00 AM (Italian) and 6:00 PM (Port)

Monday, January 1, 2024
SOLEMNITY OF MARY, MOTHER OF GOD
7:00 & 8:00 AM (English)

POINSETTIAS - Donate poinsettias for the altar in
memory of your beloved ones this Christmas. Please
use the cut-out form on page 3 of this week’s bulletin.

THERE WILL BE NO CCD classes December 24
and 31 - All classes will resume on Sunday, Janu-
ary 7, 2024.

In Memoriam ’
ALTAR CANDLES ?
donated this week in memory of
Louis and John Ferraioli
by their family

BREAD AND WINE
donated this week in memory of
Louis and John Ferraioli by their family

SANCTUARY LAMP
donated this week in memory of
Louis and John Ferraioli by their family




“ Events of the Week

Thursday, December 28
6:15 to 7:15PM - Blessed Sacrament Adoration

Lectors & Ministers’ Schedule for December 24

5:00 PM Christmas Vigil - Lector - Euni

E.M. - Claudia
Lectors - Viviane and Laine
E.M. - Evaneide

Lectors & Ministers’ Schedule for December 25
Midnight Mass: Lectors - Diana and Michael

6:00 PM:

7:30 AM: Lectors - John and Janet
E. M. - Sr. Bene

9:30 AM: Lectors - Carol and Suzanne
E.M. - Sr. Bene

11:00 AM:  Lectors - Giuseppe and Italia
E.M. - Antonia

12:30 PM:  Lectors - Sr. Joicy and Mirian
E.M. - Sr. Emilia

6:00 PM: Lectors - Patricia and Viviane

E.M. - Candido
Lectors & Ministers’ Schedule for December 31

5:00 PM: Lector - Janet E.M. - Claudia
7:30 AM: Lectors - Michael and John
E. M. - Sr. Bene
9:30 AM: Lectors - Marie and Matthew
E.M. - Sr. Bene
11:00 AM:  Lectors - Frank and Giuseppe
E.M. - Antonia
12:30 PM:  Lectors - Imelda and Sr. Joicy
E.M. - Sr. Emilia
6:00 PM:  Lectors - Laine and Leny
EM. - leda
H Pastoral Care “
R Birthday: BABY JESUS (12/25)

“i“zix Pray for our sick: Sara Modafferi,
™ James Malatesta, Paul Albanese,
Paul Albanese, John Albanese,

Joseph & Anne Mulieri, Anna Teresi, Stephany
Posada, Ana Sofia Farinas, Lisa Hagopian,
Maria Estrada, Enzo Veltri, Victor Columbini,
Filomena Palamaro, Carmelo Luvera, Norman
& Mercedes Schindler, John Mattessich,

Fr. Louis Caputo, Wayne Mosley, Marilyn,
Natalie and Francis Brenes, Anthony Mastice,
Rosemary Tuliano, and all those suffering from
physical, mental and spiritual afflictions.

Remember our deceased: Frank Albanese (12/15)

2025 Mass Book is open

5 masses per person, per week
We sfill have Masses available in 2024

The Enthronement of
Our Lady of Aparecida
in the Basilica of the National
Shrine of the
Immaculate Conception
in Washington, DC

Thank you all who donated to the
PROJECT APARECIDA

We raised $3,416.00 that will be used to cover the
costs with the design, fabrication, delivery and instal-
lation of the the statue’s pedestal and case. We are
very grateful to all, the Brazilian families and every-
body who donated, specially the Italian ladies who
raised $706.00 on Zeppole sales last Sunday to help
the project.

WE WISH TO THANK YOU, all our parishioners

who donated gifts for the less fortunate children of

St. Michael’s Church in Newark and the Headstart
Program in Cliffside Park/South Hackensack.

This year we o
collected o
over 350 gifts!

At St. Michael’s in
Newark, the gifts are
separated by family prgt i%s
number and placed
in large plastic bags. The parents are then called to
collect their bags to bring home. On Christmas,
they surprise their children with beautiful gifts
donated by your kind and generous heart. Thank
you for being part of this act of love. God bless you!

SUNDAY BULLETIN—DIGITAL EDITION

You can receive a digital color copy (PDF)
of our Sunday bulletin by email every week.
Send us an email to stnicholas07650@live.com
requesting to be added to our listing.

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE

December 10 collection $ 3,275.00
December 17 collection $ 3,787.00

Would you consider giving 5% of your
weekly income to support St. Nicholas?

HOW MUCH IS 5% ?

$150.00 $200.00 $300.00 $400.00
$7.50 $10.00 $15.00 $20.00

Weekly Income
Offering




Holy Hour for Vocations

Holy hours are the Roman Catholic devotional tradition of
spending an hour in Eucharistic Adoration in the presence
of the Blessed Sacrament. We focus our prayer to Jesus
Christ on peace, life, vocations, and other topics that are at
the heart of the life of the Church and the world.
Every Thursday from 6:15 to 7:15 PM in church
~ Except on eve of first Fridays ~

g[Darisﬁ

simple. secure.

2023/2024 CCD — RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Our mission in religious education is to work with
parents to form a new generation of Catholics who
know and love Jesus Christ and live as His disciples
in the community of the Catholic Church. All CCD
classes are held on Sundays at 11:00 AM in the
church hall, after class children will attend the 12:30
PM Mass together.

-0 4

T'Givinﬂ

convenient.

Sr. Joicy is available every
Wednesday by appointment
from 3:00 to 5:00 PM in the
rectory office to help with
religious education regis-
tration and information.

If you or someone you know is sick, home-
bound, and desire to receive the visit of a
Priest or Eucharistic Minister to bring Holy
Communion or Anointing of the Sick, please
let us know by calling the rectory office.

Shoprite Cards are available after each
Sunday Mass or during the week at the office.
Use the cards to pay for your groceries and St.
Nicholas Church will get 5% of what you spend.

|Pmrm —
. Donation for

poinsettias to decorate
I the altar this Christmas

From:

| In loving memory of:

. Donation of $ I I
! Please return this slip with your donation to the |
| rectory office or drop in the collection baskets .
......................... |

4* Sunday of Advent

King David wished that the ark of God might have a
more permanent home. David may have envisioned
something like the cedar palace where he resided.
God had in mind something more: a throne where
David’s descendants would rule for ever, a kingdom
where Jews and Gentiles alike would be welcome.
Mary’s prayerful nature led to an even more disturb-
ing message. She would conceive and bear a Son
though she was not yet married. “How can this come
about?” Mary wondered. “The Holy Spirit will come
upon you,” she was told (Luke 1:35).

Mary’s acceptance of this difficult challenge ushered
in this, the final age of God’s reign. What was once a
secret known only by chosen people like King David
and his descendants must now be made clear to all
so that, as Saint Paul wrote to the Romans, we can
be brought to the “obedience of faith” “according to

the command of the eternal God” (Romans 16:26).
— Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

(bceiionist Comer

O Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and
Joseph, model and exemplar of
supernatural life in its greatest

fullness and splendor; O exemplar

of the grace of Divine Union with
the Most Holy Trinity,
be my family!

O Jesus, Mary and Joseph, O my Holy Family, for
all eternity you remain destined to receive as your
members all the Elect, regardless of any bond of
flesh or blood, be my family!

O Joseph, O Mary, O Jesus! Not even the state of

the Risen Body can give us an adequate idea of the

spirituality of your Virginal Flesh, of the senses and
acts of your body, of the life of your family.

Saint Justin Russolillo, SDV, Spirit of Prayer, page 146

DO YOU WANT A SON PRIEST?

Support the Vocationist Fathers by adopting a
Seminarian. Your monthly commitment will help a young
man to become a priest. If you are ready for this com-
mitment, please contact Fr. Firmin or Fr. Ignacio after
Mass, or call the Vocationist Fathers at 973-966-6262

St. Justin




Gt Qlichiolns OK. C. Clorckh

Dear parishioners and friends,

We celebrated the 100th anniversary of St. Nicholas
Parish this year. How exciting it was to have the Centennial
Celebration starting on March 12, with a Solemn Mass presided
by Cardinal Joseph Tobin. His charming personality, his wise
words and humble manners showed us a man who loves to be
amongst his people. He enjoyed talking to small children,
teenagers as well as to the elderly and their families. He loved
the food and even practiced his Portuguese with the Brazilians.
In May, we had Bishop Saporito celebrate a Solemn Mass
in honor of our beloved Saint Nicholas. The Bishop stayed for
the procession and our 2" International Food Festival,
where he experienced delicacies from over thirty
countries. We showed him how diverse our parish is.
There were many exciting spiritual and social events to celebrate our 100" anniversary:
Parents and Children’s Day, Spiritual Healing Retreat, Parish Family Picnic, Oldie’s Dance Night,
Centennial Dinner Dance and Journal Special Edition. We even had an exciting Ping Pong Tournament!
We concluded the Centennial Celebration with a Solemn Mass presided by Bishop Edgar
da Cunha, on December 9. His presence brought nostalgia to those who knew him as a pastor. Those who
met him for the first time discovered a man whose heart is as warm as his smile. Bishop Edgar spoke of
all things that happened in the past 100 years in our parish, reminding us to honor those who served
before us by continuing the challenge to bring St. Nicholas parish forward into the future.

We would like to thank you for your participation in the life of our parish. Our church is not made
of bricks and mortar, it is made by the presence of each one of you. Every day you commit yourself to be at
St. Nicholas, you are taking part in the continuous building of our community.

My dear parishioners, Christmas is the birth of Our Lord Jesus Christ.
A time for renewal of our hope, our faith and the love in our hearts.
Please join us for one of our Christmas celebrations.

We wish you the best Christmas can bring as you celebrate the meaningful
birth of Our Redeemer.

Fr. Khin “Firmin” Htwe, S.D.V. Fr. Ignacio Cogollodo, S.D.V.

Bror O letele ¢ Felbice P lhsel
Felis Dletsl e« Phrigpero (Hbvo Dlovn!
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