ST. NICHOLAS RC CHURCH
Served by the Vocationist Fathers

Fr. Christogonus (Chris) Iwunze, S.D.V., Pastor
Fr. Roberto da Silva, S.D.V., Parochial Vicar
Fr. Firmin Htwe, S.D.V., D.R.E.

Church & Rectory

442 E Brinkerhoff Ave
Palisades Park, NJ 07650
Tel. 201-944-1154 Fax. 201-944-9510
Email. stnicholas07650@live.com
Website. www.stnicholasrcchurch.org

Office Hours

Mon, Wed, Thu & Fri — 12:00 PM Noon to 6:00 PM
Tuesdays — 4:00 PM to 9:00 PM
(Mornings by appointment only)

April 25th, 2021
The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep
(John 10:11-18).
ADMINISTRATION OF THE SACRAMENTS

MASS SCHEDULE

Baptisms: On any available Sunday during the 11:00
AM (Italian), 9:30 AM or 12:30 PM (English) & 7:00 PM
(Portuguese) Masses. Please contact the rectory at
least one month prior to desired date.
Confessions: Saturdays 4:00 to 4:45 PM, or during the
week by appointment.
Marriages: Please contact the rectory at least six
months prior to desired wedding date.
Sacrament of the Sick: If you are hospitalized or unable to come to Church for health reasons and would
like to be visited by a priest for Confession, Communion, or Anointing of the Sick, please call the rectory.

Portuguese)

SOME CHURCH ACTIVITIES HAVE BEEN
SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE

Religious Education Program (CCD): For children 1st
to 8th grades who are not attending Catholic School.
Classes are held on Sundays from September to May at
11:30 AM, with attendance at the 12:30 PM Family
Mass.
Con irmation: Teens will receive the Sacrament of
Con irmation at 8th grade. They will attend classes at
11:30 AM from September to December; and from January to April classes will start at 11:00 AM in the
church hall, with attendance at the 12:30 PM Family
Mass.

for Vocations (2nd and 3rd)

6:00 PM - Rosary by Men (1st)

ST NICHOLAS RC CHURCH

Parish Trustees: Giovanni Simone & Michael Massaro
Parish Secretary: Débora Moreira
Music Ministry: Giovanni & Karen Simone, Silvia Maresca,
Angela Costan ni and Kelly Oliveira
Voca onist Sisters Community
Sr. Benedita Carvalho, S.D.V., Superior & Pre-K Director;
Sr. Joicy Pala y, S.D.V. and Sr. Emilia Din, S.D.V.
Parish Pre-K “Fr. Jus n Learning Center”
NOTRE DAME ACADEMY
312 First St—Palisades Park, NJ
Principal: Mark Valvano Tel. 201-947-5262

Mass Intentions
SATURDAY, April 24
7:00AM Ma hew Tarabokija
8:00AM Antonia Hroncich by Angela Morin
5:00PM Louis Ferraioli by Lisa Ardire-Juliano family

Today is the “GOOD SHEPERD”
SUNDAY. We also celebrate today
the WORLD DAY OF PRAYER FOR
VOCATIONS. Please pray that
young men and women hear and
respond generously to the Lord's
call to the priesthood, diaconate,
religious life, socie es of apostolic life or secular ins tutes.
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION Our
2nd grade CCD class will receive their First Holy Communion on Sunday, May 16 at
the 12:30 PM Mass.

ST. NICHOLAS SPRING RAFFLE We are selling raﬄe ckets.
SUNDAY, April 25
It’s 1 for $10, 4 for $30 and 14
7:30AM Louis Ferraioli by Frank Le era
for $100. The 1st prize is 6 Visa Gi Cer ﬁcates of
9:30AM Bill Dlusky by John & Margaret
$500 = $3,000.00. The 2nd prize is 2 Visa Gi Cer ﬁ11:00AM Diego & Maria Lio ne by Simone family
cates of $500 = $1,000.00 and the 3rd prize is 1 Visa
12:30PM Liliana Tommolillo by Tommolillo family
Gi Cer ﬁcate of $500.00 — They are accepted eve6:00PM Live and deceased members of this parish
rywhere and work as cash! We have raﬄe ckets
MONDAY, April 26
available at the entrance of the church. You can re7:00AM Inten ons of Gen & Gusa Zeﬁ by mom
quest the ckets to be sent to you by calling the rec8:00AM Domenica Picinich by daughter-in-law Antonia tory oﬃce at 201-944-1154.
TUESDAY, April 27
ARCHDIOCESAN MISSION APPEAL 2021 - Our goal for
7:00AM all vic ms of covid-19 pandemic
this year Mission Appeal is $13,610.00 — We need
8:00AM Ma hew Ma essich by his wife Frances
everybody to par cipate in this appeal. If you have
WEDNESDAY, April 28
not yet made a gi or pledge, please consider doing
7:00AM Domenico Matesic by M/M Albino Matesic
it today. Please help support the many programs and
8:00AM Dinko & Lubica Matesic
ministries that assist so many in our community.
THURSDAY, April 29
7:00AM all vic ms of covid-19 pandemic
In Memoriam
8:00AM Antonia Hroncich by Maria Ma essich & fam
ALTAR CANDLES
FRIDAY, April 30
donated
this
week in loving memory of
7:00AM all vic ms of covid-19 pandemic
Mike
&
Olimpia Pallotta
8:00AM Antonia Hroncich by M/M John Hroncich
by daughter Josephine Galeazza
SATURDAY, May 1
and family
7:00AM Patsy Clemente by Max & Laura Tubito
8:00AM Antonio Mirkovic by M/M Zenko Mirkovic
“I am the good shepherd...and I lay down my life
5:00PM Maria Gregov by Bavaro family
for the sheep…and they will heed my voice.” SUNDAY, May 2
7:30AM Inten ons of Rey and Jason
9:30AM deceased members of Holy Rosary Society
11:00AM Ma hew Su ora by his aunt Maria
12:30PM Nicola Picinich by his wife Antonia
6:00PM Live and deceased members of this parish

John 10:14-16

When you pray, do you only ask Jesus for the things that
you want? Do you ever ask Him what He wants from you?
How do you listen for His response? Many times
Jesus responds in “quiet whispers” that are not so
obvious. So, take time every day, in silence,
to actively listen for His voice.

RESPONDING TO
THE CALL
Do we truly know the
voice of Christ? Do we
truly respond to the
voice of our shepherd
with our own distinctive voice? How often
we attempt to imitate
those around us, appropriating the response of another
member of the flock to
Christ. Perhaps we
need to balance the
image of being sheep of one flock with the image
from the second reading, which tells us that we are
all children of God. What child has precisely the
same interaction with parents as his or her siblings?
Instead, they frequently do and say things to distinguish themselves in the eyes of their parents.
Whether we use the image of children or of sheep to
understand our relationship with Christ, we believe
that we are all known and called by name. With this
great gift comes a responsibility: to respond to the
call with our own distinctive voice, to take time to discern exactly what our call is, to determine precisely
what the will of the Father is for each of us.

Calling everyone who would like to
be part of the group representing
our parish in the
PALISADES PARK MEMORIAL
DAY PARADE this year. Let’s
show respect and gratitude to our veterans.
Every age is welcome — please bring white,
red and blue balloons and American flags.
The parade commences at 10:00 AM.
More information with Carmela Barone
or by calling the ofÞce.
As part of the celebrations of
the

YEAR OF
ST. JOSEPH

we are inviting all men of
our church to say the
HOLY ROSARY
together in church,
once a month.
This is already a tradition of many countries around
the world. A moment reserved for fathers, sons,
brothers, uncles, grandfathers and friends to unite in
prayer for our families.
If you would like more information, please call
Anderson Borges @201-832-0586, Vincent Maresca
@551-574-0408 or the rectory 201-944-1154
Next Meeting: Saturday, May 1 at 6:00 PM

The glory of God is humanity fully alive.

—St. Irenaeus

— Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

Pastoral Care
Angela Tina,
Domenica Dinaro,
Josephine Dolberry,
Eileen Murphy,
Sara Modafferi,
James Malatesta,
Dolly Marie Caiazzo,
Paul Albanese,
Paul Albanese,
John Albanese,
Stefano Sgambellone,
Giulia Picinich, Anne

Mulieri, Anna Teresi,
Marie Marino,
Stephany Posada,
Paul Odorisio,
Lisa Hagopian,
Zoe Jaramillo,
Enzo Veltri,
Lucia Sforza,
Filomena Palamaro,
Christina Cialone,
and all those suffering
from the COVID-19

FATHER JUSTIN LEARNING CENTER
Saint Nicholas Pre-K School
We hope that the
Lord will continue to
touch the lives of
many young families
of our parish as they
dedicate wholeheartedly to the education
of our children.
During these pandemic times, all families need
the assurance of a safe and secure environment
for their children to stay. We have large airy classrooms, daily sanitation according to the norms of
health and safety, and well trained responsible
teachers and helpers.
We are accepting children ages 2 1/2 to 5.
Full or half days — 5, 3 or 2 days a week.
Those interested please email
Sister Bene, principal, at

fatherjustinlearningcenter@gmail.com

POPE’S PRAYER FOR MARY
DURING THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC
O Mary, you always shine on our path as a sign of Salvation and of hope.
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick, who at the cross took part
in Jesus' pain, keeping your faith firm. You, Salvation of the Roman People,
know what we need, and we are sure you will provide so that, as in Cana of
Galilee, we may return to joy and to feasting after this time of trial.
Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform to the will of the Father and to
do as we are told by Jesus, who has taken upon himself our sufferings and
carried our sorrows to lead us, through the cross, to the joy of the resurrection. Amen.
Under your protection, we seek refuge, Holy Mother of God. Do not disdain
the entreaties of we who are in trial, but deliver us from every danger,
O glorious and blessed Virgin.

FEAST OF FAITH

SUPPORT OUR PARISH BULLETIN

The Gospel Reading
The climax of the Liturgy of the Word comes with
the proclamation of the Gospel. Everything tells us
that something important is happening. We stand.
We sing special acclamations. Servers with candles and sometimes incense lead the deacon or
priest to the ambo, where the reading is proclaimed from a special book.
All of the readings are important, but the liturgy
directs special attention to the Gospel for a reason.
“[A]mong all the inspired writings, even among
those of the New Testament, the Gospels have a
special place, and rightly so, because they are our
principal source for the life and teaching of the Incarnate Word, our Savior” (Dei Verbum, the Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation of the Second Vatican Council, 18). In the Gospels, the narrative of Christ’s saving life, death, and resurrection continues to be proclaimed in our midst.
Our Sunday Lectionary is structured so as to allow
us to hear as much of the Gospels as possible. The
readings are arranged in a three-year cycle. In
Year A, the Gospel readings are taken mainly from
Matthew; in Year B, from Mark and John; and in
Year C, from Luke. In this way, over the course of
three years, we hear a substantial portion of all
four Gospels. —Corinna Laughlin, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

See what love the Father has bestowed on us
that we may be called the children of God.
— 1 John 3:1

Our Sunday bulletin connects our Catholic family.
It brings weekly updated information about all our
parish religious and social activities, scheduled
events and Masses. It is available every Sunday
after Mass on paper and digitally on our website.
If you or someone you know would like to support
our parish by placing a BUSINESS AD in our
bulletin, please contact JS Paluch at
1-800-524-0263.

We extend a warm welcome
to our new parishioners. We
hope that you will always
feel welcomed here at our
St. Nicholas Parish. We ask all
our new parishioners to please
come to the rectory to register.

Vocationist Corner

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS

BLESSED FATHER JUSTIN
CANONIZATION DATE
Pope Francis will convene a public consistory of Cardinals
at the Vatican on Monday, May 3, for the presentation of
seven Blessed to be canonized.
BLESSED FATHER JUSTIN RUSSOLILLO,
founder of the Vocationist Fathers and Sisters,
is one of these seven. On this day, we will know the date of the canonization of
our Blessed Founder.
The 2nd Miracle of Father Justin recognized by Pope Francis
The Postulation of the Cause presented to the Congregation for the canonization of Blessed Father
Justin Maria Russolillo, the story of Jean Emile, a young Vocationist seminarian. Emile was healed
from generalized and prolonged tonic-chronic seizures, epileptic condition, coma, serious rhabdomyolysis, pneumonia ab ingestis, and acute respiratory failure through the intercession of Blessed
Father Justin.
Jean Emilie Rasolofo was born in Madagascar in 1984. He was resident in the community of Quarto of Naples, Italy. On the evening of April 15, 2016, Jean Emilie suffered a severe headache after
dinner. On the following day, he was absent from the morning religious prayers at the lodi, and for
supper later in the day. A brother found him on the floor in his chamber in a pool of his own blood.
He was urgently transported to the Emergency Room of the Civil Hospital in Pozzuoli, where he
arrived unconscious. He was intubated and subjected to assisted breathing. On April 18, his clinical
condition was extremely serious.
Warned of Jean Emilie’s serious condition by his doctors, the Superior General sent a message to
all Vocationists asking for prayers to Father Justin for the healing of that young man. He sent a fivelanguage plea together with Jean Emilie’s picture to religious of the Congregation worldwide. He
asked them to pray in every community and parish the novena to the Blessed Founder for the healing of the young religious. On April 18, 2016, a Vocationist brother brought the image of Blessed
Father Justin with his relic to Jean Emilie’s hospital room. The individual and community prayers
resulted in an unexpectedly quick positive result.
On April 21, Jean Emilie’s clinical conditions improved rapidly, and he was out of the coma state.
His hospital release took place on May 3, 2016. He was completed healed without any after-effects.
The Ordinary Congregation of Bishops and Cardinals, members of the Dicastery for the
Causes of the Saints, has recognized the miracle of the cure of Jean Emile to be attributed
to Blessed Father Justin.
With this last step, we consider complete the process of canonization. We now wait for Pope Francis to authorize the publication of the decree that will officially recognize this miracle to be through
the intercession of our beloved founder. The wait is shortening, the time for Blessed Justin so
dreamed canonization is closer.
In everything and for everything, God be praised and glorified!

