








 

 

 

January 18th, 2021 

Fr. Justin 
was born on 
January 18, 
1891 in 
Pianura 
(Naples). 
His parents 
were Luigi 
and 
Giuseppina 
Simpatia, 
humble 

people who lived an outstanding Christian life. 
The day Fr. Justin was born, an unusual and 
abundant snowfall occurred in Pianura, an 
area where snow very rarely appears. That 
same day his parents brought him through 
the snow to church for baptism. Justin was 
the third of six boys and four girls. From his 
beautiful nest the Lord picked three for 
himself: Justin became a priest and founder of 
the Society of Divine Vocations. 
 
Upon completion of his elementary school, a 
very serious problem arose. From early on, Fr. 
Justin had said to everyone that he wanted to 
be a priest. He strengthened his wish through 
prayer and reception of the sacraments. In 
order to satisfy his desire, it was necessary to 
provide a seminary and the means to pay for 
tuition. 
 
 His family was quite large, and the means at 
their disposal were limited. His parents tried 
to approach a wealthy man in Pianura and 
seek his help. When they were turned down, 
his mother in a mixture of anger and 
transport of faith told her son, “Don’t be 
afraid, Justin, your mother will send you 
to the seminary even if she has to pawn 
her eyeballs.” Sustained by this faith and 
determination, Justin was sent to Pozzuoli’s 
diocesan seminary. During the entrance 
examination, one of the teachers said, “I 
have never come across a young man as 
intelligent as this one.” He was admitted to 
the first year of high school.  
 
Yet this beautiful and promising vocation was 
threatened in time by some adverse events. 
At first, his father was severely injured while 
working and, subsequently, one of the aunts—
who was paying part of the tuition—suddenly 
died. At this point, it was impossible for 

Giuseppina to keep her son in the seminary. 
However, before taking any painful decision, 
she decided to go to Bishop Giuseppe Zezza 
who, when he heard the story, immediately 
offered his help.  
 
Having experienced the hardships of poverty, 
and knowing first hand what an obstacle this 
could be to following one’s vocation, Fr. Justin 
dedicated his life and that of the Vocationist 
Fathers to foster, encourage, educate and 
help vocations, so that “poverty should 
never be an obstacle to follow one’s 
vocation to priesthood or religious life.” 
 
Like the mustard seed, the Society of Divine 
Vocations grew. Fr. Justin was truly the 
apostle of vocations; he focused his attention 
not only on candidates coming to the 
Vocationary, but also on those who had left 
the priesthood or were in danger of doing so. 
Thus, the Vocationary, often gave new life to 
some who had abandoned the active ministry. 
Only the Lord knows how many were 
rehabilitated by Fr. Justin’s fatherly love and 
zeal. Bishops, priests, religious and lay people 
alike sought his spiritual counseling and 
brought their special problems to him.  
 
Blessed Fr. Justin completed his earthly 
mission on August 2, 1955, comforted by the 
Sacraments of the Church and the prayerful 
presence of many of his spiritual children. 
Those who knew Fr. Justin considered him to 
be a real saint.  
 
Blessed Fr. Justin was beatified by Pope 
Benedict XVI on May 7, 2011.  
 
Last year, the Ordinary Congregation of 
Bishops and Cardinals, members of the 
Dicastery for the Causes of the Saints,  
recognized the miracle of the cure of the 
seminarian Jean Emile to be attributed to 
Blessed Father Justin. With the approval of his 
second miracle, we consider complete the 
process of canonization. We now wait for Pope 
Francis to authorize the publication of the 
decree that will officially recognize this miracle 
to be through the intercession of our beloved 
founder.  

 

In everything and for everything, 
God be praised and glorified! 


