




 

 

Pastoral Care 

Mateus Ribeiro,  
Angela Tina,  
Domenica Dinaro,  
Josephine Dolberry,  
Eileen Murphy, 
Sara Modafferi, 

James Malatesta,  
Dolly Marie Caiazzo,  
Francesco DeCandia,  
Rosetta Lo Faro,  
Paul Albanese,  

 
 
Paul Albanese,  
John Albanese, 
Stefano Sgambellone,  
Giulia Picinich, Anne 
Mulieri, Anna Teresi,  
Eudineia Aniceto,  
Marie Marino,  
Stephany Posada,  
Luiz Pinto, and for all 
those suffering from the 
COVID19 Pandemic.  

 

THE SHEPHERD KING 
 

The job of shepherd and the job of king couldn’t 
be more different from each other. Shepherds are 
on the lowest rung of society, kings are at the top. 
But God says, through the prophet Ezekiel, that 
the Messiah will lead in a way very different from 
earthly authorities who lord it over their people 
and cause harm with their poor leadership. 
 

Our King takes on the job himself. Christ, like a 
shepherd, will give rest, seek out the lost, bring 
back the strayed and scattered ones. He will heal 
the wounded and bind up the injured. He does not 
delegate, but will “shepherd them rightly.” We 
have a king who cares for us and who is not afraid 
to “judge between one sheep and anoth-
er” (Ezekiel 34:17). — Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.  
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Remembering our Parish in your Will 
 Members of St. Nicholas may honor the past  

with financial gifts to assure the future of our parish 

2020 ST. NICHOLAS RAFFLE 
We are very thankful to all parishioners and friends 

who participated in our raffle this year.  
Everybody is dealing with difficult, uncertain times, 

and yet we were able to raise the net amount of 
$10,012.50 — That shows your faith and  

commitment to support our parish. God bless you all.  
 

The winners of this year’s raffle are: 
3rd prize - Lorraine Rubano Ticket # 02084 

2nd prize - Maureen Fitzsimmons - Ticket # 09918 
1st prize - Chris and Giselle Beck - Ticket # 06595 

Congratulations!  

One act of thanksgiving, when things go wrong with us, 
is worth a thousand thanks  

when things are agreeable to our inclinations. 
— Saint John of Ávila  



 

 

 

Vocationist Corner  
 

 

POPE’S PRAYER FOR MARY  
DURING THE COVID-19  

PANDEMIC  
O Mary, you always shine on our path as a 

sign of salvation and of hope. We entrust  
ourselves to you, Health of the Sick, who at 
the cross took part in Jesus' pain, keeping 

your faith firm. You,  
Salvation of the Roman People,  

know what we need, and we are sure you 
will provide so that, as in Cana of Galilee, 
we may return to joy and to feasting after 

this time of trial. 
Help us,  

Mother of Divine Love, to conform to the 
will of the Father and to do as we are told 
by Jesus, who has taken upon himself our 
sufferings and carried our sorrows to lead 

us, through the cross, to the joy of the  
resurrection. Amen.  

 

Under your protection, we seek refuge,  
Holy Mother of God. Do not disdain the  

entreaties of we who are in trial,  
but deliver us from every danger,  

O glorious and blessed Virgin. 

ST. NICHOLAS PRE-K — FR. JUSTIN LEARNING 
CENTER is accepting children ages 2 1/2 to 5.  
We have large and airy classrooms with only 10 chil-
dren, and daily care and sanitation according to the 
norms of health and safety. Please contact Sister 
Bene at the school 201-944-1376. 

 

St. Michael’s Church—Food Pantry 
 

Donation of any non-perishable food is always wel-
come. They also have a Soup Kitchen, providing hot 
water and free Ramen noodle soup so the poor and 
homeless can prepare their own hot meal. Donation 
of Ramen packages or cups is also welcome. Call 
Anna Cortina at 201-944-1061 for more information. 

Then I heard a voice from heaven say,  
“Write this: Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord 
 from now on.” “Yes,” says the Spirit, “they will rest 
from their labor, for their works  accompany them.” 

Revelation 14:13 

 

HOLY ROSARY IN ITALIAN - Everybody is wel-
come to join this group of faithful parishioners 
who meet on Wednesdays at 2:30 PM in church 
to pray the rosary in Italian. Hand sanitizing, 
masks and 6ft social distancing are required.   

Come and join us as we pray 
the HOLY ROSARY   

 Rosary in English on Zoom  
      weekdays at 4:00 PM  
 Rosary in Italian Wednesdays 

at 2:30 PM in church 
 Rosary in Portuguese on 

Zoom evenings at 7:00 PM  
Please call the of ce for Zoom  

numbers and passwords 



 

 

Thanksgiving is the premier classic, all-American 
holiday. Begun in the very rst years of the country, 
the day celebrates the rst successful harvest of 
Americans’ pilgrim and poor farmer-ancestors due to 
the help of their neighbors, the Wampanoag Indian 
tribe. 
 
American Catholics, however, are called to be a 
thanksgiving people every day of the year. The very basis of 
daily worship is to offer and give thanks back to the One who 
created mankind, redeemed it and sustains it; God, in the 
blessed Trinity. All we say, do, know or have comes from 
God. Truly, every day is to be a day of thanksgiving. The holi-
day celebrated on the fourth Thursday of November is a 
chance for American Catholics to live their faith and nationali-
ty with pride and gratitude. 
 
The very heart and source of life is “eucharistia,” the Greek 
word meaning “thanksgiving” in English. This is where the 
word for Eucharist comes from; the communion offered and 
received together as one people, one body with Jesus Christ, 
at the holy Mass. From the beginning of Christianity, the holy 
Mass was also called the Eucharist, as the Didache and St. 
Justin describe. The Hebrew word, used by ancient Israel, 
“todah,” means the same. Both point to the unmerited, free 
gift of God given to His people.  
 
Father Romano Guardini, a Catholic theologian who was 
among the fathers of the New Evangelization, reminds us 
that, “Mass is the heart of the direct relationship between 
God and a believer.” In the sacred space at church, one hears 
the words of the celebrating priest: “Lift up your hearts! Let 
us give thanks to the Lord, our God. It is truly right and just.” 
This is to be the daily posture, attitude and offering to the 
Lord — to give thanks for everything. Father John Dunne, 
CSC, a former professor of theology at the University of 
Notre Dame — now deceased — was often heard to say, “For 
all that has been, thank you. For all that will be, yes!” This 
combination of Thanksgiving and Marian acceptance points to 
the greatest example of human thanksgiving, Jesus’ own 
mother, Mary.  
 
Mary received because of God’s benevolence. In humility, 
she speaks in Scripture of the good God has done. Pope St. 
John Paul II said that Catholics should “re-read the Magni cat 
in a Eucharistic key. Nothing is greater than this spirituality 
for helping us experience the mystery of the Eucharist. The 
Eucharist has been given to us so that our life, like that of 
Mary, may become completely a Magni cat.” 
 
Jesus Himself thanks God for what will be, living the spirit of 
gratitude in the Scriptures. When Lazarus is raised from the 
dead, Jesus thanks His Father for the miracle in St. Mat-
thew’s account. At the miracle of the multiplication of the 
loaves and shes, Jesus rst, before anything occurs, offers 
thanks and blesses and breaks the bread. After Thanksgiving, 

after offering our hearts up to God, we can be broken — 
there will be enough to feed all. But rst, give thanks. Jesus 
is the living and substantial act of thanksgiving. Jesus’ disci-
ples are to follow in His footsteps. All that we say or do or 
know or have comes from God. 
 
The American culture, however, demonstrates a lack of ap-
preciation for the gifts of God. On the evening of the national 
holiday of Thanksgiving, stores open, forcing employees to 
work and encouraging customers to come buy extreme 
amounts of things, all in the name of a good price. Instead of 
nishing Grandma’s homemade pie with her, sharing stories 

and living gratitude, people can be found standing in line or 
scrolling and ordering from their phones and computers buy-
ing that which will never feed them. St. Ignatius, founder of 
the Jesuit order, wrote to Father Simon Rodriguez, “Gratitude 
is thought of highly in heaven and on earth. On the other 
hand, among all of the evils and sins imaginable ingratitude 
is one of the most detestable.” 
 
Along the theology lines of St. Thomas Aquinas, St. Theresa 
of Avila, doctor of the Church, said, “Faithful remembrance of 
gifts received increases our love for the creator and gives us 
more courage to love Him.” The gratitude changes us and 
causes remembrance, growing relationship with God and 
others, and a deeper attitude of awareness. 
 
Charity should be a natural response from thanksgiving. For 
all the good done for others, is truly done for God Himself. A 
simple glass of water, given in His name, will be rewarded. 
St. Irenaeus, early Church father, said that to visit the suffer-
ing or needy is “the earthly reality of the same bread” refer-
ring to the Eucharist.  
 
Charity flowing from thanksgiving can be seen as a basic 
duty of justice. Pope Benedict XVI reminded the faithful in a 
Regina Caeli message from 2006, “The secret of spiritual 
fruitfulness is union with God, union that is realized especial-
ly in the Eucharist, also rightly called, “communion.” 
 
Thanksgiving is to be an instinctive tendency, observable in 
everyday, daily life. Worshipping together at Mass on 
Thanksgiving is one way to begin, for Jesus is the living and 
substantial act of thanksgiving. A true Thanksgiving can be 
lived on November 26 and on every day of one’s life. 
 
by Jennifer Miller 
www.todayscatholic.org 

The living and  
substantial  
act of THANKSGIVING  
is JESUS,  
in the Eucharist 


