






 

 

Vocationist Corner   
 

O Mary, make me as you are:  
immaculate and even more full of grace, 

the closest to the states and acts of  
Jesus, the most abundant with Divine  

Perfections and Operations, the most intimate with the 
Sacred Mysteries, the most united to the Divine Persons!  

Make me as you are, O Mary! 
O my God and my All, Father, Son and Holy Spirit,  

may your will be done, your love reign, your glory shine, 
always more in me and in everyone, as in yourself,  

O my God and my All!  
 

Blessed Fr. Justin Russolillo, SDV , Spirit of Prayer , Pages 145��
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Are you being called?  
St. Nicholas Religious Education Program is 

blessed with some very dedicated volunteers 
who help to pass on our faith to the children 
and young adults of our parish, but we need 

more help. As our students grow and leave our 
program, sometimes our catechists need to go 
too. We need to replace the catechists who are 

leaving. Please consider joining this ministry.  
 

We are looking for catechists and classroom 
aides to help on our Sunday program.  

If you are interested in 
helping please contact 
our D.R.E., Fr. Thomas 

at the rectory office 
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Whatever your lot in life, build something on it. 
Anonymous 

 

The value of life does not depend upon the place we occupy.  
It depends upon how we occupy that place. 

St. Thérèse of Lisieux  

MASS FOR THE LIVING — You 
can request a mass to be 
celebrated for the intention of 
someone who is sick, going 

through difficult times and/or in need of spiritual strength.  
 

We are accustomed to offer masses for the souls of our de-
ceased, but we should do the same in the intentions of our fami-
lies, friends and anyone in need.  

ST. MICHAELS’  
CARNIVAL 

Thursday Sept 12 
to Sunday Sept 15 

4:00pm to 10:00pm 
Palisades Park Sports Area 

Entrance at Roosevelt Pl off Grand Ave 
For discounts pre-sale tickets 

 call 201-944-1061 

 

Who owns our talents and how we use 
them until Christ returns to hold us  

accountable? 
You may have a talent sitting  

inside your heart that you can use  
to serve your church.  

Discover that the Holy Spirit is calling you 
to do with that ability!  

Ask not “What do I get from my church?”, 
but rather “How can I be an active  

member of the church and give in a way 
that  enriches the community?” 



 

 

“NARNIA” FULL OF  
CHRISTIAN IMAGERY 

 
Although "The Chronicles of 
Narnia: The Lion, the Witch and 
the Wardrobe" is a fantasy film 
filled with talking animals, a witch 
and a magical closet, the 2005 film is 
also full of religious symbolism and 
Christian references, according to Fa-
ther James Fennessy. 
 
"It's a story about sin and redemp-
tion," said Father Fennessy, parochial 
vicar for the Roman Catholic Commu-
nity of Geneva. This emphasis on 
Christian themes makes the movie an 
ideal jumping-off point for parents 
who'd like to start discussions about 
faith and morals with their children. 
 
"The Chronicles of Narnia: The Lion, 
the Witch and the Wardrobe" is based 
on C.S. Lewis' 1950 book of the same 
name, one of seven volumes in the 
Chronicles of Narnia series. The main 
characters in both the book and the 
film are four siblings -- Peter, Susan, 
Edmund and Lucy -- who evacuate 
war-torn London for the safety of the 
countryside during World War II. Af-
ter stepping through a magic ward-
robe, however, the children find them-
selves in Narnia, a land where it is 
always winter but never Christmas and 
where danger lurks in the form of the 
evil White Witch and her army of 
wolves. 
 
“As the movie opens, the four children 
and their mother run for shelter while 
warplanes bomb the city. Although 
this scene is brief, it lets viewers know 
the children are in danger,” Father 
Fennessy said. “As the children travel 
to the countryside by train, the train's 
smoke changes from white to black 
and back to white again, showing that 
the children are on a journey of good 
versus evil.” 
 
“When Lucy accidentally stumbles 
into Narnia through the wardrobe 
while playing hide and seek, she meets 
Mr. Tumnus, a creature who is half 
man and half goat. The creature is just 

as startled to see Lucy as she is to see him, and his 
first words to Lucy are full of symbolism. He calls her 
a daughter of Eve, so right off the bat you know this 
girl represents humankind," he explained. 
 
Viewers later learn that Lucy, Susan, and their broth-
ers — referred to as sons of Adam — represent hu-
mankind. Upon his first trip to Narnia, Edmund meets 
the White Witch, who represents the devil. The witch 
charms Edmund by giving him Turkish delight, a kind 
of sugary candy. The witch preys on Edmund's selfish 
nature and also tells him she will make him royalty in 
Narnia if he will only deliver his siblings to her. Not 
recognizing the witch for the evil character she is, 
Edmund agrees to betray his family and lead them to 
her. Later, he realizes the witch's capacity for evil, but 
by then it's too late. Edmund is the one who sins. The 
devil entices him and he is trapped. The whole story talks about the battle between the 
witch and the good. When Peter, Susan and Lucy realize their brother is with the 
White Witch, they set out to rescue him with the help of Mr. and Mrs. Beaver, who are 
indeed talking beavers. It is through the beavers that the children first learn of Aslan, a 
powerful lion ruler and Christ-like figure.  
 
"They're the ones who talk about a savior, someone who will defeat the witch. They're 
the ones who tell (the children) about the prophecy of Aslan. They're like the prophets 
of the Old Testament who said that Jesus is coming to save the world," Father Fen-
nessy said. 
 
Although the children are willing to help, Aslan is the only one who can ultimately 
redeem Edmund, just as Jesus is the only one who can redeem sinners, he added. 
Aslan makes a deal with the witch and offers to give her his own life in exchange for 
Edmund's. The witch excitedly agrees, and Edmund is freed while Aslan is tied to a 
great stone table. The witch and her followers jeer at and torment Aslan before the 
witch kills him. 
 
Susan and Lucy, who witness Aslan's death, cry over his lifeless body, but soon find 
out that he has risen from the dead and is more powerful than ever. He brings them to 
the witch's castle, where he literally breathes new life into creatures the witch had 
turned into stone statues. 
 
"He breathes upon them and they come back to life, which is reminiscent of how Jesus 
dies, descends into hell and the dead are raised," Father Fennessy said. 
 
The movie clearly explains the concepts of sin and redemption as well as death and 
resurrection, and it explains why Jesus had to die and how he saved humankind by 
doing so. Parents can use the movie to help their children understand this concept as 
well as the themes of trust, faith, humility and repentance, and they can then engage in 
discussions about the roles these values have played in their own lives. 
 
"The Chronicles of Narnia" is not the only film to include Christian imagery, however. 
Such symbolism and values can be found in a number of recent films, including 
"Shrek," "Finding Nemo" and "The Matrix," Father Fennessy said. "If you see a movie 
that you think the kids really like ... look at it a little bit deeper. Instead of watching 
the movie just to have fun, try and learn from it," he suggested. 
By Jennifer Burke/Catholic Courier 04.21.2006 

Come and join us on 
 FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT  

 

We will be showing NARNIA: 
PRINCE CASPIAN 

 this Wednesday, August 21  
and  

NARNIA: THE VOYAGE OF  
THE DAWN TREADER 

 on Wednesday, August 28 
 at 7:30 PM in the church hall  


