





THE
PROMISE
OF
JUSTICE

We are in
fairly good
company
when we ask
God for jus-
tice. Often
enough we
hear and

cAavent | -

lament of the people of Israel asking God why the wicked
prosper. However, when we call out for justice, we usually
want someone to get his or her comeuppance. God’s jus-
tice is something other than this, of course. God’s justice
comprises a wonderful rightness between God and hu-
mankind.

Today, Jeremiah looks ahead to a time when a just one
will sprout from the shorn-off stump of Jesse of the house
and family of David. Life was not fair in Jeremiah’s time.
Israel’s kings held the promise of God’s fidelity, but it was
difficult to see how God’s promise could be realized
through them.

Nevertheless, Jeremiah lifts his voice and announces that
the Promised One will come. Luke’s Gospel echoes that
announcement, and Paul is filled with sturdy encourage-

ment. And so Advent begins with a promise.
— Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co.

BEREAVEMENT MASSES
IN PREPARATION FOR
CHRISTMAS

These masses will be celebrated in
memory of all those who have de-
parted and are greatly missed. Make plans in
advance with your family and friends to attend together.
You can bring a picture of your beloved ones
or flowers to display in the memorial altar.

Wednesday, December 12 at 7:30 PM in Italian
Thursday, December 13 at 7:30 PM in English
Friday, December 14 at  7:30 PM in Portuguese

Events of the Week

Monday, December 3

7:00PM - Novena of Immaculate Conception / Mass
Tuesday, December 4

9:00AM - Legion of Mary in Bl. Mother’s room
7:00PM - Novena of Immaculate Conception / Mass
8:00PM - Holy Rosary in Brazilian homes
Wednesday, December 5

2:00PM - Holy Rosary in Italian in church

7:00PM - Novena of Immaculate Conception / Mass
7:30PM - R.C.I.A. class in Bl. Mother’s room
Thursday, December 6

7:00PM - Novena of Immaculate Conception / Mass
Friday, December 7

8:30AM to 7:00PM - Blessed Sacrament Adoration
7:00PM - Novena of Immaculate Conception / Mass
8:30PM - Brazilian Prayer Group in Bl. Mother’s room

Lectors and E. Ministers’ Schedule for Dec 9
5:00 PM: Lector - Silvio and Carmela
E.M. - Maria Claudia and Adriana
7:30 AM: Lectors - John and Michael
E. M. - Sr. Jancy and Sr. Emilia
9:30 AM: Lectors - Carol and Gina
E.M.- Lynn and Sr. Bene
11:00 AM: Lectors - Antonia and Margherita
E.M. - Carmela, Francesca and Frank
12:30 PM: Lector - Rita
E.M. - Suzanne
7:00 PM: Lector - Anderson and Viviane
E.M. - Cida and Candinho

Pastoral Care

Holy Communion was brought this month to

Victor Columbini, Frances Ceria, Cynthia Cornell, Anita
Lauria, Francesco DeCandia , Eileen Murphy and
Arthur Mazzarella.

Pray for our sick : Mateus Ribeiro, Domenica & Vincenzo
Dinaro, Josephine Dolberry, Angela Tina, Rita Vanore,
Eileen Murphy, Dominick Os tuni, Sara Modafferi, John
Hroncich (J. Hroncich’s ne phew), James Malatesta,
Arthur Mazzarella, Dolly Ma  rie Caiazzo, Frank Sonny
Pallotta, Francesco DeCandia, Rosetta Lo Faro, Lina
Cannella, Paul Albanese, Paul Albanese, Stefano
Sgambellone, Fr. Steve Conner and Giulia Picinich.

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE

November 18 first collection: $ 2,091.00

November 25 first collection:
500PMMass....... $812.00
730 AMMass . ...... $ 347.00
9:30AMMass....... $ 302.00

11:.00AMMass ....... $ 302.00

12.30PM Mass . ...... $ 347.00
700PMMass....... $247.00

Online offerings . .. .. .. $ 20.00 $2,407.00

STEWARDSHIP OF TIME AND TALENT

The red rose placed by the tabernacle for the month
of November were offered by Leda Rocha.

The purificators (altar cloths) for the month of
November were cleaned by Carmela Barone.

Would you consider giving 5% of your
weekly income to support St. Nicholas?

HOW MUCH IS 5%?
$150 $200 $300 $400 S$500
$7.50 $10 $15 $20 825

Weekly Income
Offering




ONLINE GIVING IS NOW AVAILABLE!
It’s convenient, easy and safe

It will allow you to send your Sunday offers using credit card or

bank transfers anytime, anywhere. No more checks to write or
need of cash for Sunday collections. No more forgetting your

envelopes at home. You can set up your donations week by

week, in the amount you want and never worry about it again.

Visit our website and click on the PARISH GIVING to enroll.
If you need help setting up your account,
come to the rectory office and we will help you.

STNICHOLASRCCHURCH.ORG

ST. NICHOLAS FUNDRAISING EVENT
~ TRICK TRAY 2019 ~

We are beginning to collect items to be auctioned
on Saturday, June, 1 of 2019 — NEW, NOT USED,
UNOPENED gifts, toys, games, electronics, kitchen
appliances, home decoration, paintings, books, jewelry, etc.

All donations are tax deductible!

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION

Occasionally, someone raises a surprised complaint that while
Christmas arrives on Santa’s sleigh at the Macy’s parade on
Thanksgiving Day, the Church doesn’t catch on too fast. They
may even say that Advent is a new-fangled idea. Not so. To
trace its beginnings, we have to go back to the fourth or fifth
century in France (then Gaul), when Epiphany was the favored
day, next to Easter, for baptism. The old pagan structures of
Rome were collapsing then, and many people sought to be
baptized. Since adults always prepared for baptism by fasting,
folks counted back a few weeks for a kind of retreat. Before
too long, bishops were advising everyone to attend church
frequently beginning on December 17. Soon, artists were
imagining ways of expressing the Advent mystery, and in Italy
this gave rise to beautiful mosaics of empty thrones awaiting
the arrival of the Lord of all creation. Advent as we know it
develops on two separate tracks: the first having to do with
our spiritual preparation for celebrating the Christmas feast,
and the second having to do with the way this is organized
and expressed in the liturgical readings and prayers every day
of the season. - James Field, Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co.

CHRISTMAS SEASON
Poinsettias for the Altar

Donated by

In memory of

Please return this slip with your donation to our Church

GROUP OF DEVOTION TO
ST. ANTHONY
Our group will meet on the
first Tuesday of the month at
7:30 PM in church
Next meeting: December 4
We will meditate on the life of our
beloved St. Anthony and request

his powerful intercession and blessings over us. The
meetings would last about one hour.

We are looking for a SINGER/ORGANIST to
play at our 7:30 AM and 9:30 AM Sunday
Masses. If you know anyone who is inter-
ested, please talk to Fr. Chris or call the office

at 201-944-1154 during the week.
We extend a warm welcome to
our new parishioners. We hope

%@. that you will always feel

welcomeed here at our St. Nicholas Parish.
We ask all our new parishioners to please
come to the rectory to register.

If you wish to receive envelopes,
please contact the rectory office. Envelope
offerings are registered and for those who so
desire, if you need we will issue a certificate of
your offerings at the end of the year for your
tax deduction.

Shoprite Cards are available after each Sunday
Mass or during the week at the office. Our
church will get 5% of what you spend.
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Remember that God prefers the poverty of our hearts to the
most sublime thoughts borrowed from others.
--St. Peter Julian Eymard

Vocationist Corner
HOPE

Because of Your own goodness,
You want to grant me Eternal Life
as a reward for my mortal lifel
This Divine Good is a recompense
for my cooperation with Your
grace and my conformity to Your
Love. I do hopel
O my God and my All!

You infuse Hope in me. Graciously increase it con-
stantly in me and in everyone. Your Hope brings conso-
lation for every pain and the revival of all my strength,
through the merits of Jesus Christ. I do hopel!

O my God and my All...

Blessed Fr. Justin Russolillo, SDV, Spirit of Prayer, page 53

Learn more about Blessed Fr. Justin visiting the
Vocationist Fathers website at

www.vocationistfathers.org




NEW LITURGICAL CALENDAR—YEAR C

Liturgical Colors

Have you ever been at Mass and wondered why a certain
color vestment is being worn? Or why the altar is
decorated in green, white, red, or purple?

This is not a random choice but is a uniform system to create
uniformity, structure, and movement through the liturgical
calendar.

Liturgies celebrated during the different seasons of the liturgical
year have distinctive music and specific readings, prayers, and
rituals. All of these elements work together to reflect the spirit
of the particular season.

The colors of the vestments that the priest wears during the
liturgy also help express the character of the mysteries being
celebrated. These colors may also be used in linens and cloths
which adorn the altar and ambo. Color communicates
emotional and spiritual realities to the worshipping community.

The Liturgical Colors are:

WHITE
Light, Innocence, Purity, Joy,
Triumph, Glory

Season of Christmas, Season of
Easter. White is the color proper to
Trinity Sunday, the feasts of Our
Lord, except those of His Passion,
the feasts of the Blessed Virgin,
angels, confessors, virgins and
women, who are not martyrs, the
Nativity of St. John the Baptist, the
chief feast of St. John the Evangel-
ist, the feast of the Chains and of
the Chair of St. Peter, the Conver-
sion of St. Paul, All Saints, to conse-
cration of churches and altars, the
anniversaries of the election and coronation of the pope and of
the election and consecration of bishops; also for the octaves of
these feasts and the Offices de tempore from Holy Saturday to
the vigil of Pentecost; it is used for votive Masses when the
feasts have white, and for the nuptial Mass; also in services in
connection with the Blessed Sacrament, at the burial of chil-
dren, in the administration of baptism, Holy Viaticum, and mat-
rimony. White is also used in the USA for funeral masses, to
stress the believe in the resurrection.

RED
The passion, blood, fire, God’s love, martyrdom

Red is used the week of Pentecost, on the feasts of Christ's Pas-
sion and His Precious Blood, the Triumph of the Cross, the
feasts of Apostles and martyrs; and in  votive Masses of these
feasts. It is used on Holy Innocents if the feast occur on Sunday
and always on its octave.

Note: Red is the color of Cardinals' non-liturgical dress.

GREEN
The Holy Ghost, Eternal Life, Hope

The color most found in nature, in the liturgy it stands for Ordi-
nary Time, celebrated after Epiphany and after Pentecost.

VIOLET
Penance, Humility, Melancholy

Season of Advent (shades of dark blue), Season of Lent, Peni-
tential liturgies (confessions).

Note: Violent, literally “Amaranth Red”, is the color of the Bish-
ops, Archbishops, and Patriarchs non-liturgical dress.

ROSE

Joy

Gaudete Sunday (3rd Sunday of Advent) and Laetare Sunday
(4th Sunday of Lent)

ADVENT

What are the colors of
Advent?

Purple has traditionally been the
primary color of Advent, symboliz-
ing repentance and fasting. Purple
is also the color of royalty, demon-
strating the anticipation and re-
ception of the coming King cele-
brated during Advent.

Today, however, many churches
have begun to use blue instead of
purple, as a means of distinguish-
ing Advent from Lent.

Pink or rose is also one of the colors of Advent used during the
third Sunday (Gaudete Sunday). It represents joy or rejoicing
and reveals a shift in the season away from repentance and
toward celebration.

White is the color of the center Advent calendar, representing
purity. Christ is the sinless, spotless, pure Savior. Also, those
who receive Christ as Savior are washed of their sins and made
whiter than snow.

The Symbols of Advent

In its symbolism, the Church continues to stress the penitential
and preparatory nature of Advent. As during Lent, priests wear
purple vestments, and the Gloria ("Glory to God") is omitted
during Mass.

The only exception is on color purple (or blue) is the Third Sun-
day of Advent, known as Gaudete Sunday, when priests can
wear rose-colored vestments. As on Laetare Sunday during Lent,
this exception is designed to encourage us to continue our
prayer and fasting, because we can see that Advent is more
than halfway over.



